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Testimony of Witness SCHIEBEZR, 
+ ә ; taken оп behelf of the Defendant | 

SPEER, by Dr. Непа Fleechsner at oan A. 

Darmstadt, Germany, on 3 April, 

1946. 


Cross-Exeminetion: Mr. Charles 5, Rurdell. 
OUSCC. 


Interpreter: Mr. ‘olfgang Thormann 


Dr, Fleechsner: Mr. Thormann, do you state on your oath 
thet you will acourotely ond faithfully 
interpret, from German into English, the 
questions about to be propounded to this 
witness snd the answers given thereto? 
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Мг. Thormann: I do. 


0p, Fleechsner: (to witness): Do you solemnly swear that 
the statements you sre about to meke shall 
be the truth, the wiole truth, end nothing 
but the truth, so help you God’ 


fitness: I do. 
bs Whet were your functions in the Speer Ministry" 
А, According to the system of autonomous responsibility 


of the economy, built up by Speer, with its sub-di visions 
into committees end rings for works of the same branch 

of production, the concentration of the whole supply 
industry іп the ermament delivery office of the Ministry 
had been assigned to me since spring 1942. in addition 
to th»fj I had as deputy of the Minister, to keop up the 
nermenent contact of all offices and sections of the 
Мілфвігу with the plenipotentlery (Generalbeauftro eter) 
for the armement-produetion in Italy and to do the work 


resulting from this coopersetion at the Berlin centrs 





office. In autumn 1944 I had to resign from my post as 
chief of the Armament delivery-office on account of 
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demands, made alresdy months before оу Hitler, Bormenn ena 
several "Geuleiters" = partly for versonel гесвопв, but 
especislly for rolitio-1 reasons, in particuler in the fight 
for the maintaining the autonomous responsibility of the 
economy. 

Did the Plenipotentiary for direction of lebor divide up the 
маг economy into separate sections the 50-0611е4 "Bedarfstrager" 
(consumers) and did he reserve for himself to negotiate direetly 
about the demends and allocations of labor to these consumers? 
Whereas, when the “lenipotentiary for the direction of labor 
was put into office, which wes done on Speer's proposal, in 
the first place hed demanded a submission to sand then at 

least п close collaboration on the seme level with Sauckel, 


the letter had stressed and secured in с forceful manner at 


the outset his complete independence with regard to 511 questions 


of labor utilizstion.- Even decisions of the Headqusrters for 
the distribution of labor (Zentrale Planung ueber Verteilung 
von .rbeitskreften) he did not admit or recognize except as a 
Pecommendstio. All essentí:1 negotiations and decisions with 
the consumers ss needed labor about the needs and distribution) 
of lebor were reserved to himself, besides from time to time 
direct discussions of the agencies of the Plenipotentiary for! 
direction of labor with the separate groups in need of labor 
of the various consumers were demended; e.g. the iron Producing 
industry which belonged to my domain. 

Can you confirm, that the wor economy in 1944 had been divided 
up into the following sections with regard to the direction of 


labor by the Plenipotentiary for the direction of labor: 
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armament of Army and Navy, Alr armement, Coal, mining, 


олет еа? Industry, Rallways of the Reich, Reieh-post, 
agriculture, forestry, building industry, sdministretion 

of the my, of the air force, of the navy, general admin- 
istration, Can you perhaps complete this list? 

The divisions Of the war economy with regard to the pro- 
curing of labor consisting of the above mentioned sections 
is essentially correct for 1944. I Cannot sey whether 
agriculture ena forestry were treated separately. Also I 

am not quite sure about the subdivisions of the Army edmin- 
istration. On the other hend I believe the list omits the 
L''Aework-shops, Commerce, trades, domestic employees and 
Civilian medios] Services, 

Did Sauckel during "hy period of Speer's activity present 
his plans for s final decision to the distribution of labour 
to Speer or the Central Planning Board? 

Speer repestedly demanded of Sauckel the final decision about 
the distribution of labor for the Central Planning, Sauckel 
refused time ana again, I Ponember a meeting of the Centrel 
Planning Board 5t tie time 6f the grestest difficulties with 
regard to procuring labor (probably towards the end of 1943 
of beginning of 1944), at Which, at first, Замеке1 seemed to 
be recdy to recognize the decisions of the Cen!ra] Planning 
Boards in future, Eventuelly, however, he stressed that 


those in need o? lebor should submit their demends, ond he 


would fully comply with them. 








de Which of the consumers (Bedarfstraezer) mentioned settled 
their discussions end demands with Sauckel via the Speer 
Ministry? 

А. The necessrry labor wes denonde? vis the deneartment for 
armament in the Ministry Speer of the Plenipotentiary for 
labor: for the armement industry, from end 1943 slso for 
the navy armament, then fron summer 1944 for the great 
majority of workshops of the airforce armament end since 
autumn 1945 for the whole general war production and бо 
for the whole civilien production in wartime. Іп mettere 
of the conl, mining end chemical industry end occasionally 
at the Reich reliweys end forestry tho Ministry end the 
Minister supnrorted the demands for labor of these sectors, 
and they were also supported by the Central Planning Board 
against the Plenipotentiary of labor. 

Qe According to the Geneve agreements of 1929 concerning 
prisoners of war; every object used directly in mekine 
war is en object of armament. 14 the Pectories working 
in Germany end combined under the name Armament Inspections 
(Raastungsinspektioned) confine themselves to the pro- 
duction of such objects? 

Ae Мо, The “Rueefactories” (Rue-Ruestung-armament) thet 

were grouped together under the irmsment-inspection did 

not produce direct war materiel only, just as the "Wie 

Равот! ез" (Wi-v’irtschaft-economy) thet were under the 


e / 
direction of thc regional-eoonanig..-rtnenta (Land Yrtschsft- 


saemtern,) produced not only objects for civilian 
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de Did to these armament factories belong among others: all 
the plents "Producing Iron, Steel and Metal’? and the 
Construction of Machines, Boilers Vehicles and Apparatus"? 
Were, after the still remaining production was taken over by 
the Ministry of 3eonomios, elso the production of unfinished 
steel and the delivering industry incorporated into the 
‘Armement-inspections (Ruestungsinspectionesd and was that 
way the whole production of iron and iron finishing united 
іп the \rmenent-inspections? 
Ae Yes. 
Nearly all the production of iron end its finishing was 
under the administration of the “Armament-iInspections” 
and also the vast majority of all factories producing iron 
steel and metal, machines, boilers, vehicles and apparatus, 
After the complote war production was teken over comprising 
also the whole civil finis ing by the Ministry in autumn 1947, 
a section 21 was established for the preferential adminis- 
tration of the whole industry of delivery and only due to 
the Minister's Stop in the chenging of administration in 
autumn 1944 it was prevented to put the lest factory under 
the admintstrsetion of the .rnsnaent-ins»eotions. 
bs How lerge a percentage of the iron production was used in 
1944 for the production o? srmanent according to the 
Geneva Convention: 
Ae То answer this question I have begged to be allowed to Look 
through my minutes. I heve not в detailed division 
according to wenpons as grouped in the regulations of the 
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Geneve Convention, on the other hend for the srmanent 
programs including t' e Automobiles, means of communication 
end general needs of the Armed-Forces, were used of the 


total production of íiron,monthly: 


111744 11/44 111/44 17/44 
1 557 500 1 363 510 1 246 100 1 178 500 по%о 
= 54% - 53,5% - 54,5% - 61,5% 


Therefore much less of the steel production wes put rt the 
Gisposel of the production of war weapons in the sense of 
the Geneva Convention. 

“hat percentege of the labor employed from the production 
of erude steel to the finished product - is used for the 
production of an article of srmement, according to the terms 
of the Geneva Convention. 

I do not quite understand this question. According to tho 
terms of the Geneva Convention, the production of crude 
steel is not ғ pert of armament production. Іп 1944, as 
far ss I remember, the following numbers were employed: 


on the production of smell perts nearly 4 million persons 


on t e production of civilian goods...about 25 * " 

on the production of тем meteriel... 1,850,000 а 

on t'e production of coel..... 1,100,900 е 

whereas, in armament industry 4,500,00 "меге 
employed 


The armanent industry, however, produced many implements 
and equipment, as for instance rail vehicles, motor vehicles 
which, according’'to the terms of the Geneve Convention, оге 


not war equipment. І can only estimate that perhaps 
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Page 7 missing : 


It is impossible to give exact percentage of labor and for the production 
of special articles of armament in the sense of the Geneva Convention. 
Many working hours are needed for the construction of а submarinesengine , 
whieh contains small quantities of iron, on the other hand a barrel of a 
heavy gun needs large quantities of iron and few working hours a 








Ae 








H2582 — 0009 


-2,8 to 3 million persons or about 20% of the workers in.the 


armament industry were employed on the production of purely 
war equipment. The following numbers were also employed: 


in the food industry and agriculture ... about 115 Millions 


ы; е Weensportatien iooooosevscosvoeds: ы 2$ " 
" ” building industPYocseioososocoocca " : " 
* " other indul t?lelisesaaeesaudaseniió T 2 " 


The following plen of workers was drawn up for the end 
of 1943; 


Armament production in its strict sense,... 9 = 10% 


Mechines, steel and metal zoods, incl.foundries... 6 - 8% 
mell регеа, ыл ТҮСҮ КК TETTI POTES фа 9% 
Goods for civilian сопацир6010П.....65.............. 8-0 

trensportation Ivehielaa].seeveseisoesbáedesevsasae 7 « Ot 


Building industyyoeéotoroéeauaééeveo$acóéeostpizel l- % 

Basie industries incl. 2081..44.%..».....2........ 9 = 10% 

Food industry, agriculture and ТГогевбтгу...........58 ~ 40% 

Р осал оока йа өт жөлө зар ола 1,2-2,2 Mila 5% (#87 
авав |0 

‘as the request for workers by the Speer Ministry usually 

made at a total number or divided into German and foreign Í 

workers or prisoners of war what would have been 3nuokel's 

attitude towards such » Classiflertion? 


The Ministry requested the necessary workers mostly as a 


total number - subdivided into male and female or skilled 


| workers owing to the ever incressing withdrawal of German 


personnel for the armed forces, as many German replecements 
£8 possible were demanded for leading positions and the 
demand was slso made that the German women give up working 
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lonly half days. The denands for German skilled workers 
| end for the increased employment of Germen women could 


| 


‘not be met by the Plenipotentiary for Employment, who 

| reserved the гіс of sllotting and frequently did not 

| even recognize the elessificetion, as ordered, into 

male and female. 

How and by whom, on the internediate level, was the dis- 
tribution amongst the factories of t^e availsble workers 
according to specialized skill and nationelity done and 
the assigning of the prisoners of war determined? 

The assigning and distribution on the intermediate level 
was one of the rights of the provincial or Gau employment 
offices respectively, which has been strictly preserved. 
It was only through the introduction of the so called 

Red Slips (Rotzettel), issued in the central office, to 
which the employment offices had to give preference, that 
a certain consideration for the requirements as fixed by 
by the Ministry - wos guerenteed; this did not, however, 
give the offices of the Speer Ministry the right to exercise 
any great influence on making the assignments according to 
specialized skill or nationality. 

Who fought against the "independent responsibility of 
industry" established by Speer, end on what grounds? 

The majority of the Gauleiters, - not all of them, - 
seversl Wehrkrels commissioners and some leaders of the 
39, who had nuthority for making decisions on economic 
matters, were against the independent responsibility of 
economy and that largely for Gau-egotisticnl ressons ог, 
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-in the esse of the 39, for economic political reasons. The 
Factory managers tried end шіссегдей in escaping too strong 
party politics] pressure in the Gaus by being backed up by 
the" party free" Minister Speer. Because the industrialist, 
who unfortunstely received only too frequentiy the strictest 
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orders from t e Ministry for Armanent which contradicted the 
locel orders of the Gau, соціа not comply with every meecsure 
decreed by the Geuleiter, he Was tO be turned out. The perty 
wented to do awey with the fact of s militery impossibility 
of victory by relieving the industry of their independent 
А1тес%4оп and trensferring its direction to the politiecel 


" 


commissar, while tho 55 opposed to the porty's intentions 


mede npeonrstions for later taking over the direction of 


“- "ax 


industry itself. 


\ 
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3. What edonimic aspirations were pursued by Himmler and the З: 
and how did Himmler try - through the coneentretion camps = 
to obtain the control of arnement factories’ 

д. After the SS hed gained considerable economic and technicnl 
success in their large wood processing industries in Dacheu, 
Himmler end Pohl decided to take part in the Airection of industry 
themsalves and to gin control of more md more plants es 2 finan 
oial bests for tho very varied tasks of the S9. This expansion 

og гтез%1у froilitnted by the availability o? the many workers 
from t e concentration canps, mong whom we were, above ell, many 


exoellent skilled workers. 58, furthermore, Speer for a long time 


refused to put a certain percentsge of the arms production at the 
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- |nireot aisposel of the $3, Himmier proceeded to build 


lor bring under his control other ¢ nenent factories, bY 
providing ond workinz then exclusively with workers from 
concentration camps. 

T ав Speer sand his “Ministry for or ngainst these aspirations 
and why? 

A. | Speer end the na jority of his close assistanks were une 
equivocelly есеіпе% these aspirations, beonuse in the first 
nlece 17 WAS unbearable thet the 55 troops were provided 
with other or better arms, heenuse furthermore © foolish 
seettering of anergy, aghpment, etc. would be the result 
of an unrvoldabie Aupli cation of work, but above all, 
because the 95 plants evaded and objected every ressonsble 
amd necessary control of mne фагісі to be used, produotion 
figures, exchanse of experience etc. through the Ministry 
for armament. 

|j, То you know whether Himmler directly turned to Hitler in 
aräar to obtain his own armament plents through his workers 


in the concentret ion camps? 


* 
` 
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. Yes. Peoonuse Hitler өзгесін11у appreciate the “nothing 
ің impossible” of the S8, tie efforts of Hisrmler wore 
supported for a long time by him. Probably in Fali 1945 
the further completion of the 55 owned Armament plants 
was temporarily checked due to the arguments of Speer and 


Aye to an offer made by him to Himmler end especially 


гелмеяфей by Hitler. 
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Speer promised to place at the disposal of the "Waffenss" 
and police airectly a certain percentage of the ermement 
produc tion according to the number of workers made available 
from the SS esmps snd according to the working hours put 
in by them. 
What wes Speer's opinion on this question, and eccording to 
whet general directions were workers from coneentrat ion 
comps placed into armement plants? What was the attitude 
of the 55 sdministration on this subject? 
I just answered the essentisl points of this question. 
I order to curb the armement production in the SS plants 
we hed to undergo t^e organi zetion of concentration camp 
(KZ) depertments in our armament р1:т ёз which caused а 
greet many grievances end friction. The SS administration, 
especially the deputies von Pohl snd Kammler, however, were 
agsinst the execution of the agreement between Speer and 
Himmler. 
What wos the highest number of the concentration camp 
(Х2) workers, employed in the armament plants. 
For the supply industry Zulieferungsindustrie) 100,000 
“coworkers were promised st tie beginning of the negotintions; 
but we received only 15,000. І do not know how many KZ 
workers were employed within the raw material agensy and 
especinlly by the technical sgenay. But, according to ny 
memory, tie maximun total of nonthly working hours, Of 


7 ұсттатв reported by the 55 for the armament industry 
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to be credited for ermament-deliveries smounted to 8 or 9 
million hours; therefore certeinly not more then 33 -36 000 
men end women from concentretion Gemps wore employed in the 
ermement production of the Ministry of Speer. This probable 
maximum figure was reached, &pproxiu"tely іп Mareh 1944 and 
from then on decreased continuously. 

ете the UZ = workers who worked in the concentretion Camps, 
trerted better or worse than the other inuates, end what 
were the reesons for it? Wes Speer tnformeé about this: 

ho іс meant by: The other inne tes? The innetes deployed 

by the Ministry of Justice for work іп the ermement incustry 
tr order hed more freedom of movement thet the 4Zeworkers 
end received the sore food rations ss the reguler workers. 
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In most XZ-depertrents in the armament industry the messing 
was token over by the plants. Furthernore, the KRA-workers 
received sdditions1 rations as manuel laborers according 
to their jobs, end some plent managers who were mostly very 
well setiafied with the work performed by the EZ-inmuntes 
furthermore accomplished to obtain additional food such as 
potatoes and horse meat for the K2Z-depertment for whom the 
food was гетег”!7у ттерегес ве narntely. Іп any case the 
foreign workers who were treneferred from the К7-0ғшрз, 
the Jewish women and the Fv-old timers 412 everything in 
order to remain in the arpmenentenients and not to be sent 


back into the eemp. I do not know, whether Speer was 


informed about. the details of these conditions. 
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1 can only report about the situation in the supply-incustry 

T informed him in writing end orally about the great w liineness 
to work end the efficiency of the Kaeworkers in the supply 
industry, while they were cared for ond treated decently. 
There 18 no doubt thet the concentration село prisoners in 

eny osse wanted to continue work in our armament departments 
end did not want return into the 55 camps ond attoched 
fastoriese 

lero the KZ-workers in the armament industry deployed in 
smaller units within the armement plants and 414 they therefore 
have the земе working-hours as prevailing in the entire plant’ 
in average of how many working hours were put in every week? 
‘he XZ-workers were established in special working places, 


factory blocks, barracks especially fenced in the barbed wire. 


The technical supervision Wis mostly executed by the plent. 
The working time equalled the working-hours of the entire 
стек depending on the кіпа of plant but sometimes longer. 

may have 
The weekiy working ê AM to 64 - 72 hours on an 
avers@e - the seme 85 denended from the German workers at 
certain times. I also remember а unit with 56 weekly working 
hours. 
Із it known to you that prisoners of war or workers who left 
their workina places illegally or who committe other offenses 
were to be brought into concent raion cemps? hat was Speer's 
attitude to this ? 
A greet meny of the foreisan workers whose number was stronely 


fivetusting for obvious ressons were assigned to %S-plants 
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page 14 missing" 


It was impossible to prooure labor wanted for a doubled output of the Eisen- 
berg, in particular requested by Goering, and to make the necessary mining 
faeilities , 
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/ the ore of tho Elisenberg., | 


by the police uron the commission of offenses and after 


having undergone в possible punishment they did not return: 
to their former plents. In vies of the endeavor cf the 
lower 3%-cdministrative agencies of incressing 25 much es 
possible the number of the KZ-inmates saployed in 38-51mnts, 
the 33 also demmded the transfer of meny especially Semais 
Jewish workers to the К2-різлбв. I do not know whether this 
demend was also carried out with regard to prisoners of war 
from the sup»ly-industry to the SSeplients. I informed Speer 
about these questions and shout the considereble disturbance 
caused to our armament output (Ruestunzsfortizuncen]. 
According to my correct memory he applied to Himmler ^8 well 


as to Thierack in order to change this. 


| At а meeting with Hitler in Jenuary 1944 on the use of 


mannower in 1944, Speer made further demsnds for sdditional 
workers devendent on incressed deliveries of fron ore in 


1944. he this increase achieved end was it to be expected 


‘in January 19445 


^t the end of 1943 almost the only ^ ossihilities Гог inereasing 
tron ore mining were offered by the remeining Eisenberg ond 


Salzgitter deposits. Гог ounjity reason wo perticulerly needed 
/ 





necessery technical mining fsellities. Therefore, we could 
increase the daily Eisenberg output only from about 8,000 


tons deftly to about 9,000 tons daily and et the beginning of 


1944 it was obvious thet certainly no more could be achieved 
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Defense counsel: І wanted to know if iron ore production 


wes increased in the beginning of 1944 or not? 


i Schieber: You oun gather frou my answer thet st the end of 


1943 end in the beginning of 1944 1% was already clear that 
further inoresse of the iron ore production was impossible 
for technicsl es well as manpower reasons. 

"het were the differences of opinion between Sauckel and 
Speer on production in the occupied territories end on the 
luse of German lahor reserves end when did these differences 
bagin? Did Sauckel submit to ?peer's opinion’ 

I was clre»dy questioned here on the use of German manpower 
reserves, especially of female workers and on our differences 


sith 9euokel with regard to this question. I езКей permission 


=”, 


to make use of documents in enswering this. | 


Over end over egein we demended the employment of Germen 
vonon end elimination of their half-time work. This was 
oproged again ond again by the Reich Commissioner for tho 
Employment and Use о? Labor (Gb Ard) with special authority 
by Hitler - and increased industrial employment of mothers 
and housewives wes rejected. Пе could prove without в doubt 
thet not only during the wer of 1914-18 many more German 
women were successfully employed in factories end even in 
heavy industry, but that above sll t ey were included into 
the working process before 1939 in a higher percentage. But 
Ssuckel was of the opinion that t e women should be protected 


for biological ressons end that their morels would suffer ' 
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from uneceustomed factory work. Іп the spring of 1945 

Speer was able to obtain Hitler's consent to considerably 
increased employment of women end сігів in factories. But 

even then ?ruckel was able to obstruct the measures agreed 

upon by interns] instructions. 

“ith regard to the questions of production in the occupied 
territories serious differences of opinion and even disgusting 
querrel developed between the Armement Minister and the Reloh 
Commissioner for Employment end Use of Labor (Gh Arb). Speer 
end the majority of his co-workers wonted to utilize the places 
of production particularly with rogard to the civil sector in 
order to free labor іп the Reich for pure armament production 
‘and, furthermore, in order to avoid the many difficulties in 
connection with the employment of foreign labor. The Reich 
Sommissioner for ploynment end Use of Labor (Gb Arb) advoceted 
the exsct opnosite in order to be able to fulfill his obligation 
to Hitler on making manpower »vellsble, The employment office 
(Arbeitsvernflichtungsstellen) of the Reich Commissioner for 
Employment end Use of Labor (Ob Arb) abroad took manpower from 
the “restricted enterprises" which after long discussions 
between Speer and Sauckel were finally instituted in order 

to settle thelr differences. 

At this point I would like to ask permission of the court to 
make в personel remerk: For personel ond factual reasons and 
partioulserly in connection with my work in the Ministry serious 
differences developed between Gauleiter Sauckek - who accepted 


end had to carry out a very difficult task = and myself. i am 
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fully swarê of this in connettion with my statements regerding 


the relation between the Vinistry ond the Reatoh Commissioner 


for smployment end Use of Labor ond I өш peporting according 
to the best of my knowledges end belief. Іп this connection 
should like to emphasize thet Sauekel in his demands for 
unlimited power of decision in eli manpower ouestions nlweys 
used his influence for the meintenence, housing and trectment 
of the German =з well ss foreign workers. 

In the Armament Ministry you were, «топ ot er things, in 
charge of war gos crodiction? When 414 Speer disoontinue 

wer goss production and did Hitler cive this consent? 

"es gas production, particularly in Gendorf, wus discontinued 
in October or November 1944. © Dyrenfurth work was continued 
at s very Limited capacity up to J«nusry 1945 - ag fer ag І 
wes informed sfter the dissolution of the armament delivery 
office (RLA). Peeeuse Hitler at ^irst did not epprove of 
cutting war gas production already proposed in the early fall, 


peer informed Field Marshal General :eítel - I believe in the 


o 


middle of Cetober 1944 = that he would discontinue war ge 
production for the most »srt because of the scarcity of raw 
хе terisis and beesuse the production of antiaircraft powder 
end Барбай means was more important to the war effort. 
Did at that time Ley and others make efforts toword the use 
of the new types of war gas end whet is known to you about 


the effect of the gas in relation to the internstionesl known 


wer mcns. 
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The effedt of Tabun and Зеріп in ralation to the other 


known types of wer gas is considerxble - about 5 to 8 

time stronger. Ф that time we assumed, on the basis of 
information from agents and studies of literature, that 

the Allies knew the chemical group of the new war gss but 
hed not been able to cuted up with our advence in technical 
production. If a group end which group within the Party 
advocated gas warfare at the end of 1944 I do not know- in 
the autumn of 1944 = Hitler, Speer «nd the operations staffs 
of the .rmed Forces were strongly against any use of gas. 

In the spring of 1945 Speer told me in a priveste conversation 
that he would know how to prevent the uso of ges. 

Did ‘peer have в conference with the Commander in Chief in 
Italy in September 1944 in Italy where you were salso present; 
Up to thet time what demolition of induatriesl and power 
installations was exrried out, whet wes plenned for the 
future, how did Speer justify his attitude regarding this 
end with what results * 

In а confersnce with Sesselring, Speer denlt with the 
question of the destruction of industri а] end power 
instelletions іп сгес% 4е%:11, First of sll, just as in 

tho lete fall of 1945 in jouthern Italy, en extensive 
demolition of all industriel snd supply installations 

wes pDlenned by the military in case evecuetio: of the 
'@-velley should become necessary. t the time of the 
conference demolition behind the fighting line hed not 


t: ken pl: се, реет was of the opinion that, aside from 
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; "e ii fow militery 1nstollstions es, for instance, powder 
end ammunition dumps, which were to be dynenited, Italy's 
armament 14 civilian production ‘should only be crippled. 
The maintenance o? the possibility to work he regerded 
ns en eseentirl military nd humane denen? because, 
either the military situntion wo 14 demand the utmost 
utilization ^^ ell ayellable capacities от, in osse of 
loosing, we could not expose the friendly Itelisn 
populetion to unspeakable misery. - Kesselring end his 
chief agreed with the main points of Speer's opinion, 
nartinlly іп contrast to the opinion of the Genersl 
of the technical troops. it was deternined that the 
erippling should not bo carried out in the individual 
feetories but only through dismantling of decisive trons- 
formers in the electrical system. Тһе demolition or the 
crippling of civilihn supply factories was forbidden. 

soecisl economic deputy of the plenipotenticry o^ the 
Armement Minister in Italy was attsched to “esselring's 
hendquarters “һо оз responsible together with the military 
authorities in every individu 1 case for ғ possible 
demolition of industri s1 installments, their crippling 
ma the execution of such os well es for keeping intact 
sll civilien supply fectories. Any destruction of power 
facilities was expressly rejected: even the crippling 
of such by emptying reservoirs was not decided. hen 
Speer, in the spring of 1945, did not cerry out the 
"Seorched eorth” order, we cid with the special assistance 
of Rahn па "i1ttinzhoff, not cerry out any demolitions, 


essenti lly not even crippling in it:*ly. 
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- әзі you tell me with a littlo more detail what your duties wore with. 
һә e peer Ministry? 

^. i had to supervise and take care of all factories, 20,000 in all, 
wiieh furnished these parts, that is, thet what was neecoó to the 
total war production of Germany; motel, optical, electro tochBic, 
machine tools, powder and dynmaite. Then the distribution of the 
ron to the various productions in need of this irone 

a You were in charge of the factories which produced those things: 
іг that correct: 

Ao i was responsible for the production, as well as tho leadership іл 
those factoriese 

ie Did that include fectories in the occupied territories: 

^. Но, only factories in italy. in the Ministry thoro was one gentleman 
responsible for the various occupied territories. this gentleman каб 
was for italy onlye Кге һөпгі was responsible for “elgius and #rancoe 
йг» “aur was rosponsible for the southeastern territories such as the 
arotectorate, YVzechonlovaikie and sungarye 

„ included anong your functions, wes it your responsibility to seo to it 
that you nad sufficient labor for the factorics under your інгібіісбіст% 

o. Theat came under my Jurisdiction and 1 Lad to request from the sinister 
that i had a sufficient amount of labore ‘there was an office in the 
Білізіӛгу wich wes there for the sole purpose ог Channeling ny requests 
to the venereal ~eputy for »650re 


r Did г, әредг see these requests which you cade from біле to time ior 


labor: 
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-0 
Se 205 Шілізфег speer has always tried to reduce these requests so t5 
4 would not have to ask for a crocster amount of workers from the 
veneral мору for Labor, which ls sauckole 
m Low were the requests transmitted to oauckel' Jid “inister “peer 
trananit then or did soseono alae transmit tien to ~auckel: 
ie there was û Xr. oghuoelter who received requests for lebor forces 
frou these gentlasen and this Mre ~chmelter saw to it that they 
went to the agencies of ~auckele Sinister -peer always tried to 
көөр away from the daily requests so that be could take care ог the 
total request: and all the various difficulties w ich srose р reonally 
with -auckel, | 
о 250 that tho requests я ісі wore subsitted to Sauckel's departuent 
were broken down in accordance to the jurisdiction of you Various 
&geatloson, іс that correct: 
dee Les, they made thes individually through “re ~cimelter to ~“auckel. 
еа nå it wes your hope end the hope of Speer that Sauckel would distribut 
workers in secordance with your requests as subzittod? is that correct? 
ihe los. ‘That is designated as being Sauckel’s main function, 
о мм the big problem was that “euckel, instead of furnishing then 
strictly in eccordance with the requests wich you made, distributed 
them some times in accordance with his own plan or всһете? 
ire The trouble aroso because Sauckel naintsined that the requests for 
labor forces made by these mentlenmen were too highe 4A0 4 said 
before, we requested wersan labor forces. Ä“auckel declined this and 
furnished fereizn workers. “e did not want алу part-time veran 
wonene «9 wanted the waren to be taken into the factories for whole-time 
work. -auckel, for reasons wiich 4 have exploineó in my various 


questions, did not went 4118 
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! sometimes we urgently requested male 
Не wanted to have theso women do housQwOTke х#ххххххххххххкхХхххХхх workers, and he 
sent women, and vice versa. 
Jauckel did not have any men so ho sent wanete These, 2 902116876, are ox ples 
sufficient in nuxbsr to see the difficulties which arose. 
le (оц spoke of the red ticket systeme 5421 you explain whet that systen 
“ав? 
ire in order to reduce these various disputes arising отог the insufficiont 
anount of lobor forces bein: nade available, “peer tben ro4uonted 
Sauckel to furnish him each month, for instance, 200,000 workers, "e 
then received 200,000 red ticketsae ‘hese red tickets “peor, through 
Әоцасііөг, sent on to the various agencies of the armament industrye 
i would receive, for instence, out of these red tickets, 40, 00. 4 
would then give 5,000 tickets to the vomittes Гог Slectro technic, 
for iron, otc. Хро head of these sammittecs would zive these tickets 
to the “anager of thier factory. the fectory, in turn, would го with 
these tickets to the Labor Uffioe of the Gaus This Labor Uifice of the “au had to 
tako care of the labor deasnds of those гой tickets before they could 
take саго of what they thought they shoul send to various factories, 
we hen wes this plan involving the use 0. the red tickets adopted’ 
he if û тешізег exnctiy, at the end of 1949, 
- With respect to the production of the concentration compe, were not 
there samo occasions where opeor arranged for factories to be placed 
in the vicinity of concentration camps го thet the caup workers could 
be used in t ose factories? 
iso às far ав 4 know this only pertains to the complete production of 


зігрігісве This does nov ertain to my industries. ‘they rejuested 


ropeatedly that they receive camp imsetes, and for в very simpl 


DT 


roas0ne 2009050 those were tie only гесвіліп- skilled worker 


ied 








® 


“зе 





| MQ 


~ 0026 


these arsement production factories that you speak or in that 
connection were under the Jpeer slnistry? Аз that correct? 

lase 

іп connection with these requests to auckel for workers, is it not 
а fact that Speer knew, at loast after 1945, that in order to procure 
and supply these workers “auckel would have to obtain them from 
occupied territories? 

los. ecause that was the groat struggles “hey свілісілей thet 
Sauckel made partisans by forcin= people to come to work in чеглапу 
who did not wish to го there of their own volitione 

#ith respect to the blod:ed factories, were not there sane occasions 
when inister әресг caused certain blocked factories to be clos 

end the workers in those blocked Гвсфогіөз released so th t ~auckel 
could brin; than to Vermany to working the plants in Vermanye 

ioe 4 do not know of any such instance and 4 am quite sure that it 
did not happeme 

How many meetings of the Sentral ilenníing розга did you ettond? 
^lnost every moetinge 

iid sone of those moetings concern the distribution of foreign 
laborers or foreien Fis among various industries: 

1 have stated in my answers thet 4 remember one session and at this 
session tae nossibility of bringine foreign Laborers into Versany 
was discussed. At this meetine these gentlesen have ^ou:ht very пата 


blocked 
against tho fact that workers would bo taken from tix fact 





in the occupied territories to be sent to чегшалу, 
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hese plantas in the occupied territorios that you are speaking of 
were ггобмсіп” armaments, were they not! 

wot onlye mostly, as a matter of fact, only civilian procuction ~ 
thet ia, half products and construction perte. Then raw materis 
factories, iron, motal, ond then 5180 arsament productione 

sere there not same airplane factories in «rance? 

à could not зау that for Suro, 4 know for а fact there were work ы 
shops for airplanes in «rancee 

there was ono sories of meetings of the ventral *lamning розга, was 
there not, wiich concerned itself with the use of mussion ғоз for 
сові mining? 

ihe sessions oT the ventral rlanning ростӣ usually took place 
quarterly. «af noed arose. occasionally, special meetings of the 
ventral “lanning board took platee voncerning the furnishing of Russian 
labor forces ror mines, there was once а meeting ог the ventral 
planning oarde  nowevor, 5 ranember only one of the ventral +lanning 
Board in which the specific question of further iavor forces wi ich 
меге to be sont to the mines was discussed. the question for the 
procurement of labor rorees for mines vas i ж. takon up direotly 
between the Yeputy for the “roduction of Goal, and Sauckele it is 
only when differences between these two agencies becaxe extreanwly 
pe that Minister Jpeer and tho Central -lanning oan intervened. 


This part of the question û have answered in 4uostion б» 
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Q.3 


ШШ! 


You don't remember the discussions concerning the use of Russian PW's in the 
coal mines? Is that correct? 
I think I remember in the meeting of the Ventral Planning Board which I 


mentioned, reference was made to the Russain PW's in the mines. 


Flaechsner: 


You said before that according to your recollection only airplane factories 

were located near coneéntration camps. Do you know since when the air pro- 

duction came under the jurisdiction of Minister Speer? 

Yes. The beginning of March 1944, and in effect, since July, approxivately. 
the six/ 

Were those/fighter pmlane factories which Mr, Dorsch was supposed to built’ 


Мо. They were differert factories, The fighter plane factories were planned 


uxdex in order to secure a complete protection against bombing at aoks, 


Thank vou. That will be all, 


Remark of witness Schieber: 


I notified in the course of the interragatory , that I was asked whether the 


armament factories were under the jurisdiction of Speer, Since this question 


arose with regard to armament factories attached to oonsentration camps, I s 


should like to,lay stress upon the fact, that the SS-armament factories did n 


fall under Speer's jurisdiction. 


/ Мы... EAA oJ ( А & 4 Joiner 
Dr. Hans Flaechsner Charles 5% Burdell, OUSCC 


Defense Counsel 
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oder Lahmune von zivilen Versorunesbetrieben wurde ver- 


poten, Lin beonderer Wirtschaftsbeauftraster des Cenersl- 
bevlimachtigten des küstungsministers in Italien wurde zur 
Haupt artier "e selring abgestellt, der in jede inzcl- 
fall mit den militärischen Stellen eine etwaige Zerstórun 
von Industrieanlagen, ihre Lähmung und сег: ілге hrung, 
SOW1LE die intvaxkte Letriebser cung aller zivile rersor- 
gungsbetriebe zu gewährleisten hatte, Ausdriicklich &bge- 

lehnt wurde jede Zerstörung бег Energieanla, en; selbst de- 
ren Lahmung durch Leerung der Talsperren wuri nicntu -— 

chlossen, Al eer 1i rühjahr 1945 den Bi il ae ег- 
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